
 - 1 -  Updated: 06/08/2026 

2026 Wisconsin Hunting and Trapping Seasons  
PUB-CS-076-2026 

Season dates may be subject to change.  Visit https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/ before hunting.   

Unprotected Species (e.g., opossum, skunk, weasel, porcupine, woodchuck, etc.) require a license and have 
a year-round season.  Protected Species: Hunting protected species is prohibited (see Ch. NR 10.02).  

Turkey - Spring authorizations issued by permit drawing or bonus sales, application deadline Dec. 10th 

Season Time Period Season Dates 
Youth Turkey Hunt (age 15 and under) Any regular season time period  

for the zone hunting 
April 11 - 12 

Spring  Period A April 15 - 21 
Spring  Period B April 22 - 28 
Spring  Period C April 29 - May 5 
Spring  Period D May 6 - 12 
Spring  Period E May 13 - 19 
Spring  Period F May 20 - 26 
Fall Statewide Sept. 12 – Jan. 3, 2027 

Deer 
Season Season Dates 
Archery & Crossbow Sept. 12 – Jan. 3, 2027 
Archery & Crossbow in Metro Subunits and select DMUs (see regulations)  Sept. 12 – Jan. 31, 2027 
Youth Gun Deer Hunt (age 15 and under) Oct. 10-11 
Gun Deer Hunt for Hunters with Disabilities  
(for more information, search “disabled deer hunt” on the DNR webpage)   

Oct. 3-11: Sponsored properties 
Oct. 10-11: Statewide 

Gun Nov. 21-29 
Gun in Metro Subunits only Nov. 21 – Dec. 9 
Muzzleloader Nov. 30 – Dec. 9 
Statewide Antlerless-only Hunt  
(for gun, archery, and crossbow seasons) 

Dec. 10-13 

Antlerless-only Holiday Hunt in select Farmland counties – see regulations   
(for gun, archery, and crossbow seasons) 

Dec. 24 – Jan. 1, 2027 

Elk – Tags issued by permit drawing, application deadline May 31st.  Season Dates: Oct. 17-Dec. 13. 

Bear – Tags issued by permit drawing, application deadline Dec. 10th 

Zone Method Season Dates 
C, E and F With the aid of bait and all other legal methods not using dogs Sept. 9 – Oct. 13 
A, B, and D With the aid of bait and all other legal methods not using dogs Sept. 9 – 15 
A, B, and D With the aid of dogs, bait, and all other legal methods Sept. 16 – Oct. 6 
A, B, and D With the aid of dogs only Oct. 7 – 13 

Small Game 
Species Management Units Season Dates 
Cottontail Rabbit Northern Zone Sept. 12 – Feb. 28, 2027 
Cottontail Rabbit Southern Zone Oct. 17 (9am) – Feb. 28, 2027 
Squirrels (Gray & Fox) Statewide Sept. 12 – Feb. 28, 2027 
Snowshoe Hare Statewide Year-round  

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/
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Game Birds  

Species Management Units Season Dates 
Pheasant Statewide Oct. 17 (9am) – Jan. 3, 2027 
Bobwhite Quail Statewide Oct. 17 (9am) – Dec. 9 
Hungarian Partridge Statewide – closed in Clark, Marathon and Taylor counties Oct. 17 (9am) – Jan. 3, 2027 
Ruffed Grouse Zone A Sept. 12 – Jan. 3, 2027 
Ruffed Grouse Zone B Oct. 17 – Dec. 8 
Sharp-tailed Grouse Zone – specific by awarded permit in drawing No Season  
Crow Statewide Nov. 21 – March 24, 2027 

Migratory Birds 
Species Management Units Season Dates 
Youth Waterfowl Hunt (age 15 and under) Statewide Sept. 19 – 20 
Early Canada Goose Statewide Sept. 1 – 15 
Early Teal Statewide Sept. 1 – 9 
Ducks & Coot Northern Zone Sept. 26 – Nov. 24 
Ducks & Coot Southern Zone Oct. 3 – 11 and Oct. 17 – Dec. 6 
Ducks & Coot Open Water Zone Oct. 17 – Dec. 15 
Regular Goose Northern Zone Sept. 16 – Dec. 16 

Regular Goose Southern River Zone Sept. 16 – Oct. 11, Oct. 17 – Dec. 6 and 
Dec. 19 – Jan. 2, 2027 

Regular Goose Mississippi River Zone Oct. 3 – Oct. 11 and Oct. 17 – Jan. 5, 2027 
Woodcock Statewide Sept. 19 – Nov. 2 
Mourning Dove Statewide Sept. 1 – Nov. 29 
Rail (Virginia, Sora), Snipe, Common Gallinule Statewide Sept. 1 – Nov. 9 

Furbearers – Bobcat tags & Fisher authorizations issued by permit drawing, application deadline Aug. 1st 

Species Method Management Units Season Dates 
Coyote  Hunt Statewide Year-round 
Coyote  Trap Statewide Oct. 17 – Feb. 15, 2027 
Fox (Red & Gray)  Hunt & Trap Statewide Oct. 17 – Feb. 15, 2027 
Raccoon - Resident Hunt & Trap Statewide Oct. 17 – Feb. 15, 2027 
Raccoon – Nonresident Hunt & Trap Statewide Oct. 31 – Feb. 15, 2027 
Beaver Trap Only Zone A (NW) & Zone B (NE) Nov. 7 – April 30, 2027 
Beaver Trap Only Zone C (South) Nov. 7 – March 31, 2027 
Beaver Trap Only Zone D (Mississippi) Dec. 7 – March 15, 2027 
Mink & Muskrat Trap Only Northern Zone Oct. 24 – April 15, 2027 
Mink & Muskrat Trap Only Central Zone Oct. 31 – March 22, 2027 
Mink & Muskrat Trap Only Southern Zone Nov. 7 – March 15, 2027 
Mink & Muskrat Trap Only Mississippi River Zone Nov. 9 – March 7, 2027 
Otter (permit required) Trap Only Northern Zone  Nov. 7 – April 30, 2027 
Otter (permit required) Trap Only Southern Zone  Nov. 7 – March 31, 2027 
Fisher  Trap Only Various Zones – by awarded permit Oct. 17 – Jan. 3, 2027 
Bobcat  Hunt & Trap Period 1 – by awarded permit Oct. 17 – Dec. 25 
Bobcat  Hunt & Trap Period 2 – by awarded permit Dec.  26 – Jan. 31, 2027 
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